Cloning and sequencing of an Escherichia coli K12 gene which encodes a polypeptide having similarity to the human ferritin H subunit.
Using lambda phage clones containing segments of the Escherichia coli K12 chromosome as hybridization probes, we found one gene at 42 min on the E. coli chromosome map, the expression of which was affected by RNase III. The sequence of the DNA fragment containing this gene (gen-165) revealed the presence of an open reading frame encoding a polypeptide of 165 amino acid residues. The amino acid sequence deduced from the nucleotide sequence exhibited a remarkable similarity to that of the human ferritin H chain.